A NEW BALANCE OF POWER?
published, sold by the hundreds of thousands. We
were all told how the German navy made a practice
of solemnly toasting 'The Day1 when Britain would
be humbled by Germany, The late Lord Roberts
took an active hand* Political writers made us fami-
liar with the great German Trinity of Treitchke,
Nietszche and BernhardL Day by day, week by week,
month by month, the fears and apprehensions of the
country concerning Germany's intentions were sharp-
ened and intensified.
If, in the years immediately preceding the War, a
great world-gathering of states had solemnly pro-
nounced German policy to be dangerous and provoca-
tive, we should have regarded that as of immense
value to us, a fact which no one but a madman or
someone desiring the success of his country's enemy
could possibly deplore.
Yet when that very thing did take place in the case
of Japan, Italy and Hitlerite Germany, the Press
which had been so belligerently anti-German in the
pre-War years found the spectacle a distasteful and
irritating one, and came to the defence of the dic-
tators. Foreign states should not be scolded* The
world should mind its own business. And even
when Japan or Italy, having already violated under-
takings solemnly given to us, bombarded peaceful
cities, slayed and destroyed without declaration of
war, in a way which if done by Germany before
1914 would have provoked instant war by us, the
selfsame papers who had so consistently maximised
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